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This report was prepared within the project "Russia’s Idea-Dream, The 

Code of the Russian in the 21st Century". The project was launched and is 

developing under the auspices of the Council for Foreign and Defense Policy and the 

Faculty of World Economy and International Affairs of the National Research 

University "Higher School of Economics".


The report synthesizes findings from years of discussions, situational 

analyses, conferences, and assemblies of the Council for Foreign and Defense 

Policy.


This report is the result of the joint efforts of like-minded individuals¹. It 

also takes into account valuable comments and contributions from a number of 

outstanding patriotic Russians who have served the country and its people. 

Scholars from various fields, civil servants, officers, artists, writers, and 

businesspeople participated in its preparation. Among them are residents of 

Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Kazan, and other cities large and small, from diverse 

regions of Russia, but united by a common historical memory, dynamic present, 

and promising future.


This report will be a foundation for academic and popular publications that 

are planned in the project’s future. The authors hope that it will also contribute to 

professional and public discussion.
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¹
Only the main author, Sergey A. Karaganov, is responsible for the final text of the report.



A living idea is Russia's dream, the Code of the Russian in the 21st century

Editors

Acknowledgments

Fyodor A. Lukyanov – Chairman of the Presidium of the Council for 

Foreign and Defense Policy; Editor-in-Chief of the "Russia in Global Affairs" journal; 

Research Director of the Valdai Discussion Club; and Research Professor at the 

Faculty of World Economy and International Affairs, NRU HSE.


Pavel N. Malyutin – coordinator of the project "Russia’s Idea-Dream and 

The Code of the Russian in the 21st Century", expert at the Institute for 

International Defense Economy and Strategy, Faculty of World Economy and 

International Affairs, NRU HSE.


The authors would like to express their gratitude to Alena I. Mokicheva 

for the translation and to Dylan P. Royce for his assistance with the English text 

editing.

The author and editors are grateful for the valuable insights of their 

fellow citizens who have made significant contributions to the Fatherland, and of 

their colleagues at the Faculty of World Economy and International Affairs at the 

NRU HSE, who share the project’s values. They also extend their gratitude to all 

those who have contributed to the discussions that preceded publication. In our 

language Russians are defined by two terms - Russians - emphasizing more 

ethnicity and Rosians - with emphasis more on citizenship. Both terms are nearly 

synonymous. In original versions of this text term Russian- Great Russians, Russian 

Yakuts, Russian  Chechens, Russian Tartars, etc.  was used. Later it was decided to 

settle for term Rosians-Russians, when needed².

4

See page 8.
2



A living idea is Russia's dream, the Code of the Russian in the 21st century

CONTENTS

Introduction

Why do we need Russia’s Idea-Dream, the Code of the Rosian?

Why Has Russia’s Idea-Dream Been Absent Until Now?

Components of the ‘Spirit of the Rosians’ and ‘Dream of Russia’ ideologies

Goals of Russia’s Idea-Dream

Outline of Russia’s Ideology-Dream, the Code of the Rosian

6

9

15

23

35

41



Introduction

6

Introduction

We are a civilization-state, even a civilization of civilizations. Within our 

common civilization, several civilizations harmoniously coexist and develop, each 

with its own specifics and historical background.


We are all bearers of a common civilizational consciousness, united by a 

single spirit and by responsibility to our people, country, and the Almighty for the 

future of our land and of all humanity. This invisible duty is present in each of us, 

imbibed with our mothers’ milk. It doesn't matter what our religion, ethnicity, or 

skin color is. It doesn't matter which consciousness prevails in us – the sensual 

East or the rational West. In every soul, there burns a unifying warmth: the light of 

love. This consciousness needs to be cherished and developed. Our purpose is to 

nurture this saving grace within ourselves – the capacity to love and live as one – 

and to share it with the world.


We are a God-bearing people. Our mission, our country's mission, is to 

preserve and develop that which is best and highest within people, defend the 

sovereignty of all countries, and safeguard peace.


Even those of us still struggling to reclaim our Faith – nearly lost in the 

last century – nevertheless (should) recognize our people’s sacred role as liberators 

from hegemony, bearers of an indomitable spirit, defenders of the humanity and 

higher qualities within people. Those of us who have not yet attained such a status 

nevertheless aspire to it. And this demands that we jointly develop – or uncover 

within ourselves – the Code of the Rosians ('rossiyane', people of Russia), of the 

Rusians ('russkiye', people of the Russian civilization, including but not limited to 

the Russian ethnicity). Great Russians, Belarusians, Tatars, Little Russians, 

Chechens, Yakuts, Bashkirs, Georgians, Uzbeks – all who embrace our shared 

values, speak our language, cherish our common culture, and are ready to 

harmoniously build the Fatherland and to protect one another and our common 

world.


None of humanity’s current problems can be solved without learning to 

live in love and solidarity.


The principles of this path to salvation – once developed, understood, and 

embraced by the majority – could form the basis for state ideological policy.


Today, to the external world, we are all Rusians, despite the diverse 

components of our common civilization. However, for various reasons, some within 

our society may be initially dissatisfied with such a label.
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It therefore needs to be widely discussed, and carefully explained to the 

public. We propose calling ourselves both Rosians and Rusians. The two are used 

interchangeably in many of Pushkin’s poems.


Our path is aimed towards the future, yet rooted in our history and 

culture. We need a guiding star that we can harmoniously follow.


We need a forward-looking ideology, supported by the state and inculcated not by 

decree, but through education, upbringing, textbooks, discussions, imagery, 

literature, and art.


Without it, the people and the country will inevitably weaken and degrade.
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   In writing this text, the author naturally relied on the recently multiplying 

demands for such an ideology³, as well as on discussions, particularly at the XXXI, 

XXXII, and XXXIII Assemblies of the Council for Foreign and Defence Policy. 

Therefore, special thanks go to the Council members and, of course, to those, who 

shaped the discussions on this issue⁴.


     The author alone bears responsibility for the text, but it is already a product of 

collective intellectual effort.


    Building on this effort, a preliminary situational analysis was conducted in 

November 2024 by a broader circle of thinkers and experts⁵. This document draws 

on the aforementioned discussions and more⁶.


     Proposals and comments on the abridged version, from a number of prominent 

Russians, were also taken into account while writing this text⁷.


The author also considered the increasingly frequent statements on the topic of 

ideology by our country's leader, V. V. Putin, and other senior officials, particularly S. 

V. Lavrov and S. K. Shoigu. It is encouraging that senior members of the 

Presidential Administration have recently joined the discussion as well⁸.

³For the most comprehensive and in-depth analysis of the centuries-long debates (up to the 18th century) on the nature of the 

Rusian idea, see Loginov A. V. The Russian Idea in National Spiritual Searches (From the Origins of Rus’ to the 19th Century) 

[Monograph]. Russkiy Put’, 2020. 512 pp.


⁴List of speakers at the session "Can We Only Believe? Russian Utopia-2043", XXXI Assembly of the Council for Foreign and 

Defense Policy: F. A. Lukyanov, V. M. Rybakov, S. N. Ivanov, A. D. Rogozin, A. K. Fyodorov, A. B. Likhacheva. List of speakers at 

the session "And Yet the Measure of All Things. Humanity in a Mad, Raging World. Why Humans? Why Russians? An Institute of 

Humanity? XXXII Assembly of the Council for Foreign and Defense Policy: A. R. Bakhtiyarov, Father Kalinnik (V. N. Dmitriev), S. 

N. Ivanov, A. M. Ilnitsky, S. A. Smirnov, S. N. Korsakov. Special thanks to V. M. Rybakov for valuable comments and additions 

to one of the final drafts of the report. List of speakers at the session "Russian Dream and Russian Dreamers" of the XXXIII 

Assembly of the Council for Foreign and Defense Policy: M. V. Remizov, A. A. Girinsky, D. K. Mamiy, A. S. Larin, A. Yu. Kazakov 

and A. B. Likhacheva. The author drew most of his valuable insights from these and many other discussions. However, he alone 

bears responsibility for anything controversial. He has called and is calling for the long-overdue articulation and promotion of 

the Rosian Idea-Dream, the Code of the Rosian.


⁵Participants of the discussions: A. R. Bakhtiyarov, A. A. Girinsky, A. A. Iserov, A. M. Ilnitsky, V. V. Letunovsky, V. M. Rybakov, 

D. V. Efremenko, D. S. Bartashev, Hieromonk Pafnuty, Fr. Kalinnik, L. A. Prudnikov, S. A. Smirnov, S. N. Ivanov, T. V. Bordachev, 

F. A. Lukyanov. Special thanks are due to A. V. Seryogin, Yu. K. Shafranik, and A. G. Elfimov for providing original insights. The 

author also thanks his talented student, P. N. Malyutin, for assistance and valuable additions, as well as the author’s assistant, 

A. I. Mokicheva, for editorial support.


⁶A abridged version of this text was discussed at the First Tobolsk Readings dedicated to the "Eastward Turn 2.0,or the 

Siberization of Russia". The author is grateful to A. G. Elfimov, N. V. Stapran, I. S. Kozylov, L. E. Blyakher, S. A. Prosekov, A. N. 

Fartyshev, and others for their active participation in this discussion.


⁷Among them, Yu. V. Popkov, N. S. Mikhalkov, E. V. Panina, K. G. Shakhnazarov, A. G. Dugin and many others.


⁸Notable article on this topic was published in April 2025 by A. D. Kharichev, Head of the Presidential Directorate for Monitoring 

and Analysis of Social Processes. See: Kharichev A. D. (2025). Civilizaciya "Rossiya" [The "Russia" Civilization]. Bloknot 

Grazhdanskogo Prosveshcheniya [Bulletin of Civic Education]. (7). pp. 4-10.
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Why do we need Russia’s Idea-Dream,

the Code of the Rosian?
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1.1. For years, debate has been intensifying regarding the need for the 

creation and society-wide implementation of a general ideological platform, which 

would guide state-building and societal and individual development. It should be a 

key criterion for selecting the country's governing elite.


The collectively developed ideological platform must be instilled from 

childhood. In the past, this role was fulfilled by religion or by the quite similar Moral 

Code of the Builder of Communism. But today there is a dangerous void. 

Historically, our state grew and overcame tribulations by relying on a core set of 

beliefs that define its very essence. Although the zeitgeist might modify them 

somewhat, they always retained the enduring conviction that Russia is a unique 

civilizational entity with its own mission before God and humanity. This identity has 

been forged over centuries in a crucible of profound and often existential challenges 

to our Fatherland. And today, facing a new great challenge, we must make sense of 

our place in the world, who we are, and what we stand for. In other words, in the 

misty and mysterious sky of the future, we must discern our guiding star.


At the world’s current civilizational turning point, such direction is more 

vital than ever. Modern civilization – its technologies and its (mainly Western) 

culture – is now directly threatening the physical, moral, and spiritual destruction of 

humanity and (more importantly) of man, through the erosion and replacement of 

the normative foundation for man’s development and existence.


Western civilization originated in Enlightenment skepticism, but has 

degenerated into total nihilism and the cult of the ego, and now serves neoliberal 

elites by undermining resistance to the increasingly unjust and unsustainable socio-

economic order of modern liberal-globalist imperialism. At the very least, our task 

is to withstand this destructive tide and develop our own path that leads our 

country and people towards a bright, humane future. At best, we would illuminate 

this path for all humanity. Russia, with nothing to offer the world, is not Russia, and 

is certainly not the Russia of the future.


Modern civilization’s achievements seem magnificent, and in many ways 

are. Yet they objectively erode man’s human essence. He no longer needs to 

calculate, navigate, or struggle against hunger. Many no longer need children or a 

family, the bedrock of human society,  formerly necessary in old age. They do not 

need land, even their Motherland.
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